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 5 4-3 2-1 0 Student 
Points 

Content Student presents major 
points and fully supports 
them with convincing 
arguments, ideas and data. 

Student presents major 
points and partially supports 
them with convincing 
arguments, ideas and data. 
 

Student presents major 
points but fails to support 
them with convincing 
arguments, ideas and data. 

Student oversimplifies topic 
or fails to present major 
points.  

Organization of Text Student presents information 
in a logical, interesting 
sequence, which the 
audience can follow. All 
slides present one idea, with 
a few supporting facts. 

Student presents information 
in a logical sequence, which 
the audience can follow. 
Most slides present one 
idea, with a few supporting 
facts. 
 

Audience has difficulty 
following presentation 
because student jumps 
around. Most slides present 
one idea, but have too much 
text. 

Audience cannot understand 
presentation because there 
is no sequence of 
information. Most slides 
present multiple ideas and 
have too much text. 

 

Font & Contrast Font on all slides is large 
enough to read at a 
distance. There is good 
contrast between the font 
and background on all 
slides. 

Font on most slides is large 
enough to read at a 
distance. There is good 
contrast between the font 
and background on most 
slides. 

Font on most slides is too 
small to be read at a 
distance. The lack of 
contrast between the font 
and background makes the 
text difficult to read. 

Font on all slides is too small 
to be read at a distance. The 
lack of contrast between the 
font and background makes 
the text impossible to read. 
 

 

Images & Layout All slides contain one 
powerful, high-quality image 
per slide which helps 
audience understand the 
content. The layout is 
visually pleasing. 

Most slides contain one 
powerful, high-quality image 
per slide which helps 
audience understand the 
content. The layout uses 
most space appropriately. 

Most images are clipart. 
Images are too large/small in 
size, or of poor quality 
(fuzzy). The layout shows 
some structure, but is 
somewhat confusing. 
 

The images are distracting 
decorations that create a 
busy feeling and detract 
from the content. The layout 
is cluttered and confusing. 

 

Citations Bibliography or works cited 
list is properly formatted and 
organized. 

Bibliography or works cited 
list is complete but not 
properly formatted or 
organized. 

Bibliography or works cited 
list is incomplete (no 
citations) or improperly 
formatted. 
 

Student does not have a 
bibliography or works cited 
list.  

Presentation Student uses text on slides 
as prompts for original 
narration and elaboration. 

Student reads text on slides 
and elaborates comfortably. 

Student reads text on slides, 
adding a few comments. 
 

Student just reads text on 
slides.  



Subject Knowledge Student answers all 
questions clearly and 
completely. 
 

Student answers most 
questions. 

Student has difficulty 
answering many questions. 

Student is unable to answer 
questions. 

 

Nonverbal Gestures,  
Eye Contact & Posture 

Student does not use note 
cards as a crutch, but as a 
cue, adding credibility to the 
presentation. Excellent eye 
contact. Student looked 
comfortable for the entire 
presentation, using hands, 
body and facial expressions 
naturally and effectively, 
without distractions. 
 

Student sometimes uses 
note cards as cues, not 
crutches, adding credibility 
to the presentation. Average 
eye contact. Student looked 
comfortable for the most of 
the presentation, using 
hands, body and facial 
expressions naturally and 
effectively, without 
distractions. 

Student needs to rely less 
on note cards and make 
better use of eye contact to 
enhance message and 
audience connection. Poor 
eye contact. Student did not 
look comfortable for most of 
the presentation, using 
hands, body, and facial 
expressions unnaturally, 
causing some distraction. 

Student appeared to reading 
to the audience for a 
significant part of the time. 
Little to no eye contact. 
Student did not look 
comfortable for the entire 
presentation, using hands, 
body, and facial expressions 
unnaturally, causing many 
distractions. 

 

Rate, Pitch, Volume, 
Quality & Pauses 

Student’s voice was easy to 
hear during the entire 
presentation. Vocal rate, 
pitch and pauses effectively 
enhanced presentation. 
Student had a 
conversational, pleasant and 
powerful tone, engaging the 
audience. 
 

Student’s voice was easy to 
hear during most of the 
presentation. Vocal rate, 
pitch and pauses effectively 
enhanced presentation. 
Student had a somewhat of 
a conversational, pleasant 
and powerful tone, engaging 
the audience. 

Student’s voice was easy to 
hear during some of the 
presentation. Vocal rate, 
pitch and pauses effectively 
enhanced presentation. 
Student needs to work on a 
more conversational, 
pleasant and powerful tone 
to engage the audience. 

Could barely hear student. 
Vocal rate, pitch and pauses 
distracted the audience from 
the content of the 
presentation. Student needs 
to work on creating a 
conversational, pleasant and 
powerful tone to engage the 
audience. 

 

Preparedness, 
Composure & Polish 

Student appeared well-
prepared and confident. 
Presentation was polished – 
could tell that student 
practiced. Student was 
dressed professionally and 
appropriately. 
 

Student appeared somewhat 
well-prepared. Could tell that 
student practiced but 
presentation needed to be 
more polished. Student was 
dressed professionally and 
appropriately. 

Student was not well-
prepared. Student needed 
more practice and 
presentation needed to be 
more polished. Student was 
dressed professionally and 
appropriately. 

Student was not well-
prepared. Student needed 
more practice and 
presentation needed to be 
more polished. Student was 
not dressed professionally or 
appropriately. 

 

 Total Points from above x2 =     score out of 100   =    + 3% bonus if turned in early = % 



 


